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Elephant Whispers Volunteer Program (EWVP) Information 
 

                       

About the project 

 
This Project offers the opportunity to work on wildlife based projects and also community based projects, during 
intensive 14-day, 28-day, and 42-day and 56 day programs. The motto is óConservation through Education and 
Interactionô offering participants a holistic view on conservation, by showing both the people affected by 
conservation and conservation issues today. 
 
The program focuses on the conservational aspects of running the conservancy and wildlife in conjunction with 
the community, the animal husbandry aspects of looking after the elephant, horses and cattle as well as the 
uplifting community projects. 
 
Running the conservancy will require that students participate in activities such as anti-poaching patrols, fence 
patrols, bush clearing, maintenance of infrastructure, research on wildlife and flora within the reserve and at 
times, game capture and release.  
 
The conservational aspect of the course is partly done through the evening lectures covering issues 
surrounding wildlife management in Africa today, but also educational lectures on animals, plants, birds, 
insects, spoor (animal tracks) and so on.  
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Animal Husbandry on the project 
 
The animal husbandry aspect of the program includes, 
cleaning, feeding, and care for all animals under the care of 
the project. Activities vary from time spent in the bush with 
the elephant observing their behavior and feeding, care of 
the horses and where required and rounding-up of cattle, 
assisting with or observing any veterinary activities that may 
occur during your stay.  
 
The knowledge gained about the animals on this project 
through this kind of participation is specific and personal 
whilst being extremely educational.   

 
Community projects 
 

¶ Assisting a local school ï improving the facilities, helping coaching sports, helping teach English 
and other subjects, helping create a vegetable garden and decent catering facilities.  

¶ A womenôs club by empowering women in communities by offering them assistance in financial 
planning, health and nutrition, craft and curio creation and first aid.  

¶ A community cattle project where the proper management of community cattle will ensure that 
livestock in the area is cared for and well managed, this will mean students will build cattle Kraals 
for disease monitoring and general management, help in monitoring cattle etc. 

¶ Wider community projects include helping at annual events, schools, businesses, cleaning public 
spaces etc.   

 
Sightseeing & other activities 
 
Volunteers will get plenty opportunities to go sightseeing and partake in the many activities that the area has to 
offer. Trips will be arranged to go to the Kruger National Park, Moholoholo, a Buffalo Breeding Project, and the 
must-do Panorama Route. Activities in the Hazyview area range from Kloofing and white water rafting to hot air 
ballooning and micro-lighting.  

Aim of the program: 

 

To equip students with the holistic knowledge and skills to actively participate in conserving the wildlife of 
Southern Africa and the world by making them aware of greater issues and fundamental differences in the 
different approaches to conservation the world over.  

Project Facilitators:  

 

Sean Hensman is the Program Facilitator and has many years of experience in the bush. He is a qualified 
FGASA Guide and has worked with a variety of animals. He has a passion for animals and conservation, and is 
dedicated to sharing his knowledge and expertise about the African BushòVeldò,  its inhabitants, and how it all 
fits into a changing world.  
 
Volunteers will be working side by side with full time personnel at Elephant Whispers when assisting with 
feeding and animal care of the various animals. 
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Accommodation & Facilities: 

 

¶ Students are accommodated in a quaint old farmhouse, with a lovely large garden and swimming pool. 
Students will share two to a room and the house accommodates 8 people, there are two other guest 
houses in the garden and these hold 4 students and 2 students respectively.  

¶ All linen is provided but please bring your own swimming towel and a sleeping bag for the bush sleep 
out.  

 

 

 
 

¶ Three hearty meals per day are prepared by the chef as time wasted cooking and cleaning is 
invaluable time for lectures etc. The kitchen is fully equipped and open for students to use, the house 
has lovely barbeque facilities when sitting inside for meals just doesnôt make sense! 


